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else remained behind from the central and southern provinces;
thus mustering a body of fifteen thousand men or near it; a
force which, when added to the besieging army already in the
field, must have amounted to twenty-three or twenty-four
thousand regular troops at least, besides four or five thousand
Bedouins, who after long wavering which side to take, now
prudently determined to join the certain winner. 'Oneyzah
was thus left to her own unaided resources, which might come
up to four thousand fighting men at the utmost.

After much skirmishing, a decisive battle was fought in
January. Zamil and El-Khey'yat are said to have performed
prodigies of valour, and 'Abd-Allah was near being surrounded
and killed, as it is much to be regretted that he was not in
good earnest. But where the combatants are in the respective
proportions of five to one, a drawn battle is for the less numerous
party hardly better than a defeat; and the men of 'Oneyzah, now
fully aware of the overwhelming superiority of the enemy, and
that they themselves, could in consequence but ill afford the loss
of a single man, shut themselves up within their walls, and were
blockaded in form.

So stood affairs when 'Abd-el-'Azeez gave us what was then the
latest information. The rest -I learnt in April, when on the
point of leaving the confines of Arabia for Bagdad. After more
than a month of close siege, the outer walls first, and then the
inner, gave way before the Wahhabee artillery, and the town was
taken by assault. The inhabitants fought to the last; when all
hope was over, Zumil and Khey'yat cut their way through the
assailants, and escaped to a southern refuge in Wadi Nejran,
where they are believed to be yet concealed from the vengeance
of the conqueror. But seven hundred from among the principal
citizens of 'Oneyzah were slaughtered on the spot, besides a pro-
miscuous massacre of the common people; and the fated town
was plundered and utterly ruined, not to rise again so long as
the Wahhabee should be master of the land. No barrier now
remained between the Wahhabee armies and Mecca; and pre-
parations were made for realizing the great dream of Nejdean
funbition, the sovereignty of the holy city. This long-cherished
design., the glory and the ruin of the first 'Abd-Allah, may, it
seemsv^ikely enough, be carried out by the second. The Ottoman